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EAnLy mamiago is tho source of all ovils, By early 
mavriago is moant tho marriage which takes place at fifteon 
or sixicon yoars of ago. This is, indoed, not the proper aga 
whon it ought to take placo, This evil practico is prova- 
Jont to a misghiovous oxtent in owr country, It would 
havo been for the benefit of our country, had the marriage 
takon placa at the age above referred to ; for thereby the - 
young mon of ow country would havo beon saved from a 
grout deal of evils, and i, would havo assuredly conduced 
to thoir happinoss and prosporily. But instead of marriagos 
taking placo at tho abovo-stated time, they generally, 
almost always, tako placo at tiolvo or thirteon years of 
ago; and somotimos, to tho groatost misfortune of the 
bridegroom, il takes placo at savon or cight years of age. 


This practico of porforming marriages at so carly an ago 
ig injurious to the young boys of our country, Tt is useless 
4o ontor into the details of mentioning the evils that flow 

"from ib; but I cannot refram from mentioning some of 
them. Tho first and most prominent ovil that arises, is that 
young mon’s {ture improvemont with regard to the intel~ 
loetual powors is at onco put a stop to, This is tho suitablo 
poriod whon they should dixoct thoir attention and dovoto 
their time to sludics, but alas! thoy are otherwise occupied. 
Lt is for this reason only that young men of our country 
eannot have tho opportunity of fully and sometimes evon 


( 2) 
imperfeotly developing (heiv intelk elit facullion, Koop 
aside the dovolopment of mental powers, Chore avo mune. 
ous cases of yorng mons nol leaning th fest elomonts 
of education; and this oly negleet for learning ts 
undoubledly fo, thol, atlontion and timo Tetng otheuyis 
employed, 


Numovons exunples might bo quoted to show thet 
yorng mon havo heon uttely yuined and Lave eventually 
durned oul (o he amisanco to their family and tho sooiety 
thoy movo in, and have proved weless orcas fo thoms 
solves and lo tho world, ‘Nhat the improvement tn 
young mon is stoppod at oneo hy this, ia quits ovi- 
dents; bub that this is universally the cave eamot bo 
admitiod. ‘Yes, thera mo also instanced of youns mon 
yising 19 ominonco and {to havo acquired a grout deal of 
knowledge in spilo of their boin, placed wmiuder this dis 
advantaga ; but this is vory seldont the ease 5 hub (ho great. 
ost part of young hoys has beon wuined hy this evil practica, 
1 leavo il to my henors’ consideration to ide whether 
tho owly mareingo gvealy diminishes thede intelligence, 
woakons thet powers saul rondo Chom quite tuft fo wider 
iako any sovious undertaking, Tt certainly onfeables thoy 
intellectual powers; it does not only this, Datu alao atrel ches 
is ovil consequences to overy thing elao; ny, i also dn 
terfores with theie moval aid religions desives mal weakens 
theiy physical shougih., What is more pa’nful (mn that 
they aio doprived of thoiv physical strength and rendered 
quito useless and unimportant fo (hemselyes and to thet 
fu nily and wolit for avy ordinary businass,  ‘Theso avo nol 
tho only ovils that accrue from early maiiage ; there avo 
utmorous lo be mentioned, but this brief space will not 
allow mo to enter into all of them. * 
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Anothor thing that we can observe, is that affection 
and regard, instcad of being bestowed on proper persons, 
that is to say to parents, are shewod to them with whom 
the young boys aro early associated. ‘This golden rule of 
xespecting their parents, obcying their commands, shew- 
ing all their affection to thom when they grow old, is: 
violated by this evil practice, Whatever be its tendency, 
it tends to ovil and not to its opposite, This is indeed a 
very horrible sight. Ifowever, instead of dielling for a 
long while on the evil consequences that arise from it, 
I shall talk a littlo on tho advantages that arise from the 
opposite practice. Tho first and most important advantage 
that they reap is that they become healthy, stout and 
sivong, and capable to undertake all sorts of undertaking 
wheothor of ordinary or of extraordinary nature. Their 
atlontion is wholly divected to their proper tasks, and they 
can. acquire, within a short time, a great deal of know- 
ledgo, which could not bo doneif it be othorwise engaged. 
Thoy becomo fall of zeal and energy for all kinds of 
business. Their intellectual powers are fully developed. 
They store theit minds with usuful knowledge and inform- 
ation, Thoy learn all the golden rules and laws of obey. 
ing their fathers and mothers, of making them happy 
and of lessoning thei: miseries and to do good to them in 
various ways. They obtain from education the valuable 
* information of obeying their parents, and that they have 
taken a gyoat deal of trouble io nmse them, to make them 
walk in the path of rectitude and wisdom when they were 
quite helpless and innocent. This good conviction of. the 
dvoublo that thei: pavonts have taken to train up their 
tender minds, will not be gained from anything else but 
from the lessons anddusiructions that they receive in their 
childhood, and also the belief that they owe a great deal 
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io their paronts for Cho muneens ombarcassment4s ie order 
to inilielo thom in all tho good ways, is also tho result 
of carly training. 

Tha youne“minds, who have not received my garb of 
training in childhood owing (o theiv carly mioiage, aro not 
suscopliblo of such tender fecliusy al the goad rules of 
obeying their paronts, fo satisfy thom in all they desires 
and {o do everything (at lies within Chel power {o repay 
theiy kindness which they havo showed ta thom when 
thoy wore infiat, 1 ase tho opinion of my henrers, that 
ean theso good convictions ho obtained by my other 
means than by good lessony nnd assoekutions from hoy. 
hood ? 


Baly manings is not ouly tho soureo of individual 
ovils, bub also of national misfortunes and calamitios 
Jn tho comly whero this evil praction is prevalent, tho 
pooplo thoro mo not distinguished for ony extraordinary 
guuily, hoy cumot enjoy any aualt pleasure, whigh 
tha people of the country, where tus praetiva is not 
allowed, do onjoy, ‘Muy gradually sink down in the 
esUinudion of other nations, ‘The peaple (herd aca supe 
aiov fn allyoaper ty bo the people who have given indidgenco 
do this practice. By disallowing (his pricttea, (hoy obtain 
many-fold adyantages whieh seb thom above othor nations 
hoy hocomo, thon, {ho most powerful nuion in tho world, 
nover destined to yield to any demplation and Chis events 
nly tun out fo bo ono of tho most powertul wd recom 
plished nations in tho world, 


A nation—howovor supremely gifted may ho of Cod, 
with natmal ondowmoents—however inteliigent and noted 
for othoy intellectual powers—is mover doomed to enjoy 
(hen ‘tls und oo take adviadage from then without 
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sotling thomselvos fice from all sorts of evil customs and 
vractices. ‘This practice, in my opinion, is the worst ofall. 
Tho marriago in this country always takes place at such 
tonder years that the bridegroom and bride cannot under- 
stand what it is. The marriage having taken place at so 
carly an ago when they cannot know what marriage is, 
whon thoy grow old put them into perpetual troubles and 
quaxrols; and marriage instead cf being tho source of 
happiness and pleasure, bocomes the source of misery and 
trouble. 


Our countrymen ought to discontinue this practice 
and ought 40 porform the mavriazes of their children at 
proper ages. By so doing they will come to possess an 
immonso donl of advantages and hrppiness to which they 
will subject themsclvos, their country, and their children, 
Theso advantages they will reap not only in this world, but 
would doscond from gonoration to gonoration, and it would 
ho solling a good example to the succeeding generations, 
Tho childvon will thus havo amplo time at their disposal to 
finish thoir oducation and thus to render themselves fit 
for all sorts of employment. They will thon arrive at 
such a stago of thoir lifo that will come to understand 
overything of this would, and thon thoy will be in a position 
to dasto the sweot ploasures that ariso from marriage, 


TL belive, my hearers should not imagine that, whilst 
I condomn tho practico with regard 40 early marriage of 
ow countzy, I do prefer that of forcign countries, I 
equally condemn marriages faking placo at an advanced 
period of lif, Lo assign a proper age when marriage 
ought to bo colcbratcd is not a simple matich, as. on the 
celebration of marriage, whethor it takes place at an carly 


( a) 


ar advanced age, depend fo w consideraile extont the wel 
Javo and happiness of a nation. 


‘Whatover groal diftentties the question may involve, 
4 nay venture lo say hal dhe praper ago in which maui. 
“ago should tako placo is holween flvund-lvonty and 
iwonly years. Upto the twenty yems of ago aman 
may have an amplo opporlunity to flnish Ms education 
and lo give anoper training to hiv intellectual poworg, 
J¥o may then vory easily store his mind with groat deal 
of uselul knowlodgo and information, which hoe eumob do 
with disturbod mind and divided altontion, Not on} 
doos a young mun acquire usofil knowledgo and infouma 
tion up to the twentioth your of his age, hut also that 
his intollectual powers aro fully doveloped and matured, 
and his mind settled fo ono specitte ohjeat of great impor. 
tanec; and he is not tof bo bo guided by widoter mined 
couse of life, Ito thus forms a ehaacbor whigh becomes 
tho foundation of his prospority and happiness, and gon 
iributos asysistanco to the welfare of to community ho 
moyos in and proves by the dint of his amet to loo 
valuable mombor of his cownlry, 


As ow countrymon are intolligont in almost ull res 
peols and favourod of Cod wilh natural powers, they might 
bo able to prove still moo gloious and yuluadlo to their 
country with very Hil le trouble, provided they lanish this 
evil practicn Lom their comizy, Uf thoy muller thai people 
to ho il-eduonted and thety manners cou pled from. thet 
infaney, and punish thom for tho erimos to which they 
are nalially disposed fom their boyhood, what is lo be 
concluded ftom. this; thal thay frst make their ehildven 
so, and then punish them Lor thes wickedness, 
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May T be permilted to urge this upon my country. 
mon that they would not let this subject of importance 
pass unroflectod, They, I feel assured, upon deliberate 
consideration, will arrive at a right conclusion. ‘The 
natural position of ow country, which is very closo to the 
lino, will not allow to introduce the practice of other coun- 
tics, and which also will nob be preforred by anybody. 
Our comrymen possess in equal degrees all the advan- 
tages that tho other clover nations in the world possess. 
They are equally favoured of God with all the natural gifts ; 
in somo respects they are superior to others. Their 
penotration, power of xofloction, and other abilitics are so 
sharp that if they proporly cultivate these, they will prove 
to be the bost and most intelligont in the world and will 
bo in a position to copo with the other nations of tho 
world. 


Many individuals of our country, cven with imper- 
fect oducation, aro scen to be on the samo loyel with the 
well-oducatod mon. of othor countrics, When it is observed 
that thoy aro vivalling tho famo of othors oven with 
imporfect education, what groat expectations aro ariscn 
in ow minds to think if they are properly and regularly 
brough{ up. Tho proper ago for marriage is tho period 
botwoon tayonty and twonty-five yoars of age. By this 
dime tho young mon may finish their education and bo 
initiated with all tho best rules and principles for their 
guidance in this world. ‘Their inclination will be directed 
to one particular pursuit or profession, which would be 
tho basis ov foundation of their prosperity and improyo- 
ment. ‘Thus thoy aro made to pass their deys in 
oternal happiness in this world as well as in tho world to 
como, If they ovor doviate fiom the ostablished couse, 
thoy avo immotliatoly brought to reason and endeavour 
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thon best not to involve (1 caivetyes in any Uing wrong oy 
vielous, But an ignorant and wnedueated mun will nev, 
do so. Shey will never think (hat tl is visions to dy 
things thal aro wrong or to havo (heiv iuelinations thas 
avo bad satistiod, so Choy will moro antl more induleo in 
theo things, GL Chey ave quite aver powered ly (he shor. 
livod ploasures (hat (hey deive fom them. U will bo 
observed fiom those lo what great deal of vices ouly 
marvia,o loids, Phat time whieh the voungy men should 
yoy propaly and uselilly make use ol is other iso oven. 
plod to thoir groatest disadvantagos, 'Pho proper tino 
for giving education to little children ds thab time when 
their mind is fondor, ewablo of expanston and suscepte 
lo of all sorty of training, When mind iy once settled 
in ono particular direction, cithor gocd ov bad, it is very 
hard for tho young mon to pub ilin tho different couse, 
‘When it is onco settled (0 good pin poses, 1 yomains und. 
vided, unagilatod, aapablo of cxprnrsion and so ina hebles 
position to pick up high and serious cow'se of Tits, In 
tho heginning of our lives Ho fiture happiness and 
adyancomont in life Dosire for risiag to Honor and cole. 
“why could ho infused in tho minds of men when they 
ao youns, Lf they oneo gel this desire they do not 
zoquivo furthor oneotuagoment anid stimulus to exeie 
Them and io keop up their zeal Phi desive becomes 
inviyorated with Choir age. Nothing, then, would he able 
fo tun them from fie cane fo whieh {Fey ave greatly 
atlachod, ‘Phat knowledge and wisdom, which they will 
thas teasuve up in thew an’ads, with ha the source of 
happiness throughout their dives, ‘This would not only 
ho tho soures of plonsiry fo themaelyes, bat if would also 
be the source of ploasury lo (ho society wherein they inove, 
Vherchy they would be ina position lo doy rout auryiees 
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to their country, which aman of good fortune cannot be 
expectod to do, 


As this bad practice tends to the utter subversion 
of all tuth and humanity, it deserves the utmost detes- 
tation and discouragement of all who have either the 
love or honour of their country at heart, Every one, who 
has in him the love of hig country, cannot but be highly 
offended at this wicked and ungenerous practice which 
is so much in use among us at presont that it is become 
a kind of national crime, and distinguishes us from all 
the nations that lic about us, 


FINIS, 
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